CAB Newsletter — June 2011
Changes to Incapacity Benefit

The government has started to re-assess people currently claiming Incapacity
Benefit (IB) in order to decide if they qualify for the new Employment and
Support Allowance (ESA).

If you currently receive IB, the Department for Work and Pensions will write to
you between now and March 2014 about reassessing your benefit entitlement.

First of all, you will have to fill out a questionnaire which asks about your
health condition or disability. You must complete this questionnaire with as
much detail as possible and return it by the date requested. If you don't, your
benefit may be affected.

You may then be asked to attend a face-to-face assessment. You will be
asked a number of questions to help determine what you are able to do and
whether you might be capable of work.

If the assessment finds you meet the qualifying conditions for ESA, you will be
automatically transferred to this benefit. If the assessment finds that you're not
entitled to ESA, your Incapacity Benefit will stop. You will then have to make a
new claim for Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA) or another benefit that suits your
needs.

If you attend an assessment and are unhappy with the way it's carried out, or
you don't agree with its outcome, you can get advice on what to do from your
local CAB.

CAB adviceline 08 444 111 444 or 0300 3300 650(mobile)
For general advice visit www.advicequide.org.uk
Your local CAB is in Market Square, Thame



http://www.adviceguide.org.uk/

