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Letter from the Vicarage: 

With the snowdrops just poking their heads up as I write this, the hint of daffodils to 

come, it seems that spring is finally coming to the garden and the hedgerows. We 
have had a long, hard winter and maybe that is why the papers and television are 
full of adverts enticing us to fly to far away destinations. It always seems so much 
better somewhere else. 

It is true that it does us good to get away for a break. When we get away, even for a 
few hours, it helps us to get our lives a bit more in perspective. There is a reason that 
time out is called re-creation.  In this time of Lent we remember how Jesus went out 
into the desert for forty days to pray and reflect on the call of God.  Not a holiday 
but a time to put aside all the distractions of daily life.  Later, throughout his 
ministry, Jesus found time in his busy schedule to go apart to pray.  

This Lent I hope that some of you have joined Lent groups, or are making more 
effort to keep to a daily reading schedule.  There are many good books available and 
it is never too late to pick one up. If you have a computer, why not visit a prayer site 
each day. For just a few minutes you can take time out at sacredspace.ie  

But my mind returns to those wonderful holiday adverts, memories of places I have 
been lucky enough to visit and others that I hope to see one day. And I remember with 
great joy the promise Jesus gave his followers in John 14: “I am going there to prepare a 
place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me 
that you also may be where I am”.  This is what Easter is all about, through the death and 
resurrection of our Lord, the way is open to those who love him. 

We have a promise of a place more beautiful, wonderful than we can ever imagine, 
and we will not just be there for a week or two, but forever with our Lord and 
Saviour.       

I pray that you will find time this Lent for re-creation.        Stevie  



CHURCH SERVICES IN MARCH 

Sundays 7th  
11.00 am  Parish Communion 

5.30 pm  Time Out in Horspath Methodist Church 
 

14th   (Mothering Sunday)  
8.00 am  Holy Communion 
11.00 am  Family Service 
3-4.30 pm  Messy Church in Horspath Methodist Church 

 
21st  
11.00 am  Parish Communion 

 
28th   (Palm Sunday) 
11.00 am  Morning Worship 
6.00 pm  Confirmation Service at  St Mary’s Garsington 

 

 
Experience 

Easter 
An opportunity to walk in the footsteps of Jesus  

using interactive prayer stations in St Giles Church, Horspath  
open from 10am -3pm this Good Friday 

 

 
FLOWER ROTA FOR MARCH 

Sundays 7th  Nell Gray 
  Lent III Penny Mercer   
 
  14th  Nesta Long 
  Lent IV Friends of St Giles 
 
  21st  Brian and Carol Lowe 
  Lent V 
 
  28th  Janet Madden 
  Lent VI Rebecca Madden-Waite 
 
There will be no flowers in the church during Lent. 



 
Christmas Light Up a Life Collection  

 
The Churchill Partners would like to express their thanks to 
all those who have contributed so generously to the 2009 
collection which has amassed the sum of £1,651, before the 
addition of Gift Aid.  These funds go directly to Cancer 
Research’s work at the Churchill hospital and are much 
appreciated. 
 
Thanks go also to those who have helped in so many ways: the distribution of the 
letters, the making and tying on of the labels and the donation, erection and 
decoration of the tree.  It has truly been a joint effort. 

-Barbara Lewis and Nancy Llewelyn 

 
 
Church of England Childrenõs Society Boxes 

 
Thanks to the generosity of box holders and the kind donations given to Father 
Christmas on his Christmas Eve visit to Horspath, a cheque for £624.69 has been sent 
to the Children’s Society.  Your support for this charity is greatly appreciated. 
 
                 -Muriel Walker 

 
 
Horspath Senior Residentsõ Club 

 
Wednesday, 3rd March: An Intellectual Quiz, presented by your chairman, Peter 

Prescott.  2.00pm in the village hall. 
 
Wednesday, 17th March: Our Annual General Meeting.  The programme for 2010-

2011 will be available at this meeting.  2.00pm in the 
village hall. 

 
Wednesday, 7th April: Voucher Bingo organised by Jean Coolman.  2.00pm in 

the village hall. 
                                          -Sheila Dandridge 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Horspath Gardening Club 

Horspath Gardening Club meets on the second Tuesday of every month in Horspath 
Methodist Church at 8.00pm. We welcome everybody so come and enjoy an 

interesting talk, followed by refreshments and a time to catch up on all the 
gardening news!  The next events are: 

 
Tuesday, 9th March:   The History of the Oxford Botanic Garden with some 

interesting and unusual information about the development of the garden.  This may 
be the last time we will be able to meet in the Methodist Chapel;  we’ll keep 
everyone informed about the event in April. 
 
Tuesday, 13th April:  Designing Flower Borders, Big or Small. This talk will be led by 
our own Chelsea garden designer, Angie Julian, and will be a great time to think 
about the border for the summer. It will hopefully take place in the Methodist 
Chapel ( information will be on posters and in next month’s magazine). 
 
There will be a charge to cover the costs of visiting speakers and the hire of the hall.  
For further information contact Sheila Frankum on 872793. 

 

 

Horspath in Bloom - Sunday, 13
th

 June 2010 

 

Please put this date in your diary. Our last Gardens Open Day, two years ago, 

was a huge success and it raised some much-needed funds for St Giles Church. 

It was a real village occasion due to everyone being prepared to help. There are 

many ways that you can be involved:  opening your garden, bringing plants to 

sell, helping to decorate the church, selling teas, advertising the event with 

posters or contacting other organisations and of course coming on the day. If 

you can help in any way, please contact Sheila Frankum on 872793 or email 

frankum100@yahoo.co.uk.  
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