
HORSPATH ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 30th April 2007 at 7.30pm in Horspath

Village Hall.

Present: Mr Dobson Apologies: Mrs L Bushnell
Mr C Goss Mr R Hamlet
Ms S Gray Mr C Whitlock
Mr M Harris
Mr D Horsley
Mr A Martin
Mr B Mayling
Mrs H Palmer
Mrs H Kogel, Clerk
Mr R Bell (District Councillor)
Mrs A Purse (County Councillor) Public: 44

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - Apologies given for Mrs Bushnell, Mr Hamlet and Mr Whitlock.
2. MINUTES FOR APPROVAL

Mr Donald Gray proposed that the minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held on 8 May 2006 be
approved, seconded by Mrs Ena Tasker, all in favour. The minutes were signed as correct.

3. STATEMENT OF PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS 2006/07 – Un-audited.
A statement of un-audited accounts for 2006/07 was circulated. The statement of accounts had not at
this point been reconciled with end of year bank statements. A resident asked about the repayments on
the Burial Ground loan. The Clerk explained that payments are made twice a year, and Mr Horsley
added that there is also an income received by the Parish Council for burials that take place.

4. STATEMENT OF PAROCHIAL CHARITIES ACCOUNTS 2006.
A statement of accounts for the year ending 31.12.06 was circulated. No comments made.

5. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – Mr Martin Harris
AAfftteerr nneeaarrllyy 1100 yyeeaarrss aass aa HHoorrssppaatthh PPaarriisshh CCoouunncciilllloorr,, iinncclluuddiinngg 55 yyeeaarrss aass VViiccee CChhaaiirrmmaann aanndd tthhee ppaasstt 22 yyeeaarrss aass
tthhee CCoouunncciill’’ss CChhaaiirrmmaann,, II wwiillll rreettiirree ffrroomm tthhee CCoouunncciill iinn MMaayy,, ssoo tthhiiss wwiillll aallssoo bbee tthhee llaasstt iissssuuee ooff tthhee HHoorrssppaatthh
PPaarriisshh CCoouunncciill NNeewwsslleetttteerr wwhhiicchh II wwiillll eeddiitt.. II tthheerreeffoorree ffiirrssttllyy wwiisshh ttoo eexxpprreessss mmyy oowwnn ssiinncceerree tthhaannkkss ttoo aallll ooff
tthhoossee CCoouunncciilllloorrss aanndd ootthheerr vviillllaaggee vvoolluunntteeeerrss wwhhoo hhaavvee mmaaddee iitt ppoossssiibbllee ffoorr tthhiiss vviillllaaggee ttoo aacchhiieevvee ssoo mmuucchh
pprrooggrreessss iinn tthheessee rreecceenntt yyeeaarrss..

TThhiiss iissssuuee ooff tthhee NNeewwsslleetttteerr,, aanndd aannyy ootthheerr rreecceenntt iissssuueess ssaavveedd iinn ccoolloouurr iinn eelleeccttrroonniicc ffoorrmm,, wwiillll bbee ppoosstteedd oonn tthhee
nneewwllyy eessttaabblliisshheedd HHoorrssppaatthh VViillllaaggee wweebbssiittee,, ((wwwwww..hhoorrssppaatthh..oorrgg..uukk)) bbyy oouurr pprrooffeessssiioonnaall,, bbuutt eennttiirreellyy vvoolluunnttaarryy
wweebbmmaasstteerr,, CCoouunncciilllloorr HHeeaatthheerr PPaallmmeerr,, ttoo wwhhoomm vveerryy ssppeecciiaall tthhaannkkss aarree dduuee ffoorr aacchhiieevviinngg iinn aa vveerryy sshhoorrtt ttiimmee
ssoommeetthhiinngg wwhhiicchh nnoo oonnee eellssee hhaass bbeeeenn aabbllee ttoo ddoo ffoorr uuss dduurriinngg ssoommee yyeeaarrss ooff ttaallkkiinngg aabboouutt iitt!! TThhee wweebbssiittee iiss ssttiillll
iinn iittss iinnffaannccyy,, bbuutt iitt iiss aallrreeaaddyy rreeaallllyy wwoorrtthh llooookkiinngg aatt,, iiff ffoorr nnootthhiinngg eellssee,, jjuusstt ttoo sseeee aallll tthhee vviillllaaggee pphhoottooss iinn
ccoolloouurr,, aanndd ttoo ffiinndd aannsswweerrss ttoooo mmaannyy ffrreeqquueennttllyy aasskkeedd qquueessttiioonnss aabboouutt tthhee CCoouunncciill aanndd tthhee vviillllaaggee.. TThhiiss wwiillll
bbeeccoommee tthhee eelleeccttrroonniicc nnoottiiccee bbooaarrdd aanndd aarrcchhiivvee ffoorr tthhee CCoouunncciill,, aanndd wwhheenneevveerr iinn tthhee ffuuttuurree wwee hhaavvee aa rreeaall vviillllaaggee
ccrriissiiss rreeqquuiirriinngg tthhee hheellpp ooff eevveerryy rreessiiddeenntt,, aass wwee ddiidd wwhheenn ssoommeeoonnee ttrriieedd ttoo ddeemmoolliisshh tthhee BBrriiddggee aaggaaiinnsstt oouurr
wwiisshheess,, tthhiiss iiss wwhheerree tthhee iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn wwiillll bbee ppoosstteedd ffiirrsstt,, bbeeffoorree lleeaafflleettss ccaann bbee pprriinntteedd ffoorr ddoooorr--ttoo--ddoooorr ddeelliivveerryy,,
aanndd wwhheerree ffuurrtthheerr qquuiicckkllyy uuppddaatteedd iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn wwiillll bbee ffoouunndd,, aass wweellll aass oonn tthhee nnoottiiccee bbooaarrdd oonn tthhee GGrreeeenn..



TThhee mmoosstt iimmppoorrttaanntt ccuurrrreenntt pprroojjeecctt ffoorr tthhee ffuuttuurree ooff HHoorrssppaatthh iiss tthhee ddeevveellooppmmeenntt ooff aa PPaarriisshh PPllaann,, wwhhiicchh ddeessppiittee
iittss nnaammee,, iiss nnoott jjuusstt aabboouutt tthhee PPaarriisshh ssuurrrroouunnddiinngg oouurr ffaammoouuss cchhuurrcchh,, bbuutt iitt ccoonncceerrnnss tthhee ffuuttuurree ooff tthhee wwhhoollee
vviillllaaggee ccoommmmuunniittyy.. TThhee PPllaann wwiillll bbee aa wwrriitttteenn ssttaatteemmeenntt ooff tthhee hhooppeess aanndd pprriioorriittiieess ooff oouurr vviillllaaggee ccoommmmuunniittyy,,
iinncclluuddiinngg aann AAccttiioonn PPllaann lliissttiinngg wwhhaatt hhaass ttoo bbee ddoonnee ttoo aacchhiieevvee tthheessee aaiimmss,, wwhhiicchh wwhheenn ccoommpplleetteedd,, wwiillll bbee
ddiissttrriibbuutteedd ffrreeee ooff cchhaarrggee ttoo eevveerryy hhoouusseehhoolldd aass aa wweellll--pprreesseenntteedd bbooookklleett.. TThhiiss iiss aa ccoommmmuunniittyy iinniittiiaattiivvee,,
ssuuppppoorrtteedd bbyy tthhee CCoouunncciill,, wwhhiicchh sshhoouulldd iinnvvoollvvee eevveerryy rreessiiddeenntt iinn HHoorrssppaatthh ccoonnttrriibbuuttiinngg tthheeiirr oowwnn vviieewwss oonn wwhhaatt
sshhoouulldd bbee ddoonnee ttoo pprrootteecctt aanndd iimmpprroovvee HHoorrssppaatthh,, aanndd iitt wwiillll iinnvvoollvvee eevveerryyoonnee aatt lleeaasstt aannsswweerriinngg aa ffaaiirrllyy lloonngg
qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirree llaatteerr tthhiiss ssuummmmeerr,, wwhhiicchh iiss eexxppllaaiinneedd mmoorree ffuullllyy iinn tthhee NNeewwsslleetttteerr,, aanndd wwiillll bbee ddiissccuusssseedd bbyy
aannyyoonnee wwhhoo ccaann aatttteenndd tthhee AAnnnnuuaall PPaarriisshh MMeeeettiinngg oonn 3300tthh AApprriill.. HHoorrssppaatthh iiss aa vviillllaaggee wwhheerree tthhee mmaajjoorriittyy ooff
rreessiiddeennttss ttaakkee aa vveerryy ppoossiittiivvee pprriiddee aanndd pplleeaassuurree iinn lliivviinngg hheerree,, aanndd wwaanntt ttoo pprrootteecctt tthhee vviillllaaggee ccoommmmuunniittyy aanndd
iimmpprroovvee tthhee ggeenneerraall qquuaalliittyy ooff lliiffee,, aanndd wwhheenn wwee hhaavvee pprroodduucceedd aa PPaarriisshh PPllaann,, tthhee CCoouunncciill wwiillll kknnooww tthhaatt iitt iiss
rreepprreesseennttiinngg tthhee mmaajjoorriittyy vviieewwss ooff aallll rreessiiddeennttss wwhheenn iitt ffoolllloowwss tthhee pprriioorriittiieess aaggrreeeedd iinn tthhee PPllaann,, aanndd ffiigghhttss iittss
vvaarriioouuss ppllaannnniinngg bbaattttlleess ttoo kkeeeepp HHoorrssppaatthh aass aa vviillllaaggee sseeppaarraattee ffrroomm OOxxffoorrdd..

UUnnlliikkee tthhee ssuucccceessssffuull ‘‘BBaattttllee ttoo SSaavvee HHoorrssppaatthh BBrriiddggee’’,, tthhee llaatteesstt ooff tthhee ‘‘ppllaannnniinngg bbaattttlleess’’ ffoouugghhtt bbyy tthhee PPaarriisshh
CCoouunncciill ttoo pprrootteecctt HHoorrssppaatthh aass aa GGrreeeenn BBeelltt vviillllaaggee hhaass nnoott bbeeeenn ffoouugghhtt iinn HHoorrssppaatthh aatt aallll,, bbuutt aatt tthhee EExxaammiinnaattiioonn
iinn PPuubblliicc ((EEiiPP)) ooff tthhee ddrraafftt SSoouutthh EEaasstt PPllaann ((SSEEPP)),, wwhheerree II rreepprreesseenntteedd tthhee vviillllaaggee aatt tthhee ppuubblliicc ddeebbaatteess hheelldd iinn
WWookkiinngg aanndd RReeaaddiinngg bbyy tthhee SSoouutthh EEaasstt EEnnggllaanndd RReeggiioonnaall AAsssseemmbbllyy ((SSEEEERRAA)),, wwhhiicchh iiss tthhee oorrggaanniissaattiioonn wwhhiicchh
nnooww ttaakkeess oovveerr tthhee ffuuttuurree ssttrruuccttuurree ppllaannnniinngg ooff OOxxffoorrddsshhiirree ffrroomm OOxxffoorrddsshhiirree CCoouunnttyy CCoouunncciill.. HHoorrssppaatthh wwaass
oonnee ooff tthhee vveerryy ffeeww OOxxffoorrddsshhiirree PPaarriisshh CCoouunncciillss wwhhiicchh wweerree aabbllee ttoo hhaavvee tthheeiirr ssaayy iinn tthhiiss EEiiPP aabboouutt tthhee
iimmppoorrttaannccee ttoo uuss ooff rreemmaaiinniinngg aa vviillllaaggee ssuurrrroouunnddeedd bbyy tthhee ooppeenn ccoouunnttrryyssiiddee ooff tthhee GGrreeeenn BBeelltt,, aass pprrooppoosseedd aanndd
ssuuppppoorrtteedd bbyy SSOODDCC,, bbyy tthhee CCoouunnttyy CCoouunncciill,, aanndd bbyy SSEEEERRAA iittsseellff.. AAtt tthhee EEiiPP oouurr vviieewwss wweerree ooppppoosseedd bbyy aa vvaasstt
ccoonnssoorrttiiuumm ooff pprrooffeessssiioonnaall ppllaannnneerrss aanndd llaawwyyeerrss rreepprreesseennttiinngg bbuuiillddeerrss aanndd pprrooppeerrttyy ddeevveellooppeerrss ssuuppppoorrttiinngg tthhee
ccllaaiimm bbyy OOxxffoorrdd CCiittyy CCoouunncciill tthhaatt iitt nneeeeddss ssppaaccee iinn tthhee GGrreeeenn BBeelltt ttoo bbuuiilldd aa nneeww ““uurrbbaann eexxtteennssiioonn”” ttoo OOxxffoorrdd
oonn tthhee ssoouutthh oorr ssoouutthh--eeaasstt ssiiddee ooff tthhee OOxxffoorrdd RRiinngg RRooaadd –– wwhhiicchh ccoouulldd mmeeaann rriigghhtt hheerree iinn HHoorrssppaatthh -- iiff ssoommee
llooccaall llaannddoowwnneerrss aarree aalllloowweedd ttoo hhaavvee tthheeiirr oowwnn wwaayy.. II pprroodduucceedd aallll tthhee wwrriitttteenn ssttaatteemmeennttss ooff ccaassee ffoorr tthhee vviillllaaggee
aass wwee ssiimmppllyy ccoouulldd nnoott aaffffoorrdd aa llaawwyyeerr ffoorr HHoorrssppaatthh ffoorr tthhee lloonngg dduurraattiioonn ooff tthhiiss EEiiPP,, aanndd II ssttrroonnggllyy ooppppoosseedd tthhee
sscchheemmee pprrooppoosseedd bbyy tthhee CCiittyy ooff OOxxffoorrdd ttoo bbuuiilldd iinn tthhee OOxxffoorrdd GGrreeeenn BBeelltt.. II mmaaddee tthhee ccaassee tthhaatt OOxxffoorrdd ssttiillll hhaass
llaanndd wwiitthhiinn tthhee CCiittyy bboouunnddaarriieess,, ddeessiiggnnaatteedd aass ““SSaaffeegguuaarrddeedd LLaanndd””,, wwhhiicchh iitt ccoouulldd ddeevveelloopp iiff iitt nneeeeddss hhoouussiinngg
ffoorr ssoommee ooff iitt ss ‘‘kkeeyy wwoorrkkeerrss’’,, tthhaatt eevveenn iiff tthhee GGrreeeenn BBeelltt wwaass aabboolliisshheedd,, tthheerree wwoouulldd ssttiillll bbee ppeeooppllee wwhhoo,,
pprroovviiddeedd tthhaatt aa rruurraall vviillllaaggee eennvviirroonnmmeenntt ccoouulldd bbee mmaaiinnttaaiinneedd,, wwoouulldd pprreeffeerr ttoo lliivvee iinn aa nniiccee vviillllaaggee lliikkee
HHoorrssppaatthh rraatthheerr tthhaann iinn OOxxffoorrdd CCiittyy,, aanndd wwoouulldd cchhoooossee ttoo ccoommmmuuttee iinnttoo OOxxffoorrdd oorr eellsseewwhheerree ttoo wwoorrkk.. II aallssoo
mmaaddee tthhee ppooiinntt aass oofftteenn aass ppoossssiibbllee tthhaatt oouurr eeffffoorrttss ttoo pprreesseerrvvee tthhee rruurraall eennvviirroonnmmeenntt aanndd iinnddeeppeennddeennccee ooff oouurr
GGrreeeenn BBeelltt vviillllaaggee aanndd pprreevveenntt iitt ffrroomm bbeeiinngg oovveerrwwhheellmmeedd bbyy aannyy ffuuttuurree eexxppaannssiioonn ooff OOxxffoorrdd ddooeess nnoott rreepprreesseenntt
aannyy sseellffiisshh ““nniimmbbyyiissmm”” oonn oouurr ppaarrtt,, bbuutt iiss aa mmoorree rreessppoonnssiibbllee lloonnggeerr tteerrmm wwaayy ooff pprrootteeccttiinngg nnoott oonnllyy tthhee llooccaall
eennvviirroonnmmeenntt,, bbuutt aallssoo tthhee eeccoonnoommyy ooff tthhee wwhhoollee cceennttrraall OOxxffoorrddsshhiirree ssuubb--rreeggiioonn.. TThhee ddeevveellooppeerrss aarree iinn tthheessee bbiigg
ppllaannnniinngg bbaattttlleess ssiimmppllyy ffoorr mmoonneeyy,, vveerryy bbiigg mmoonneeyy,, oonn tthhee ssccaallee ooff mmiilllliioonnss ooff ppoouunnddss ooff pprrooffiitt ffoorr eevveerryy ssiinnggllee
aaccrree ooff GGrreeeenn BBeelltt llaanndd wwhhiicchh tthheeyy mmiigghhtt ssuucccceeeedd iinn rreemmoovviinngg ffrroomm tthhee pprrootteeccttiioonn ooff tthhee pprreesseenntt GGrreeeenn BBeelltt
ppoolliiccyy iinn tthhee ddrraafftt SSoouutthh EEaasstt PPllaann.. WWee wwiillll nnoott kknnooww hhooww wweellll oouurr vviieewwppooiinntt wwaass rreecceeiivveedd bbyy tthhee ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt
PPllaannnniinngg IInnssppeeccttoorrss aatt tthhee EEiiPP uunnttiill tthheeyy rreeppoorrtt iinn JJuullyy,, aanndd tthheenn tthhee ffiinnaall ddeecciissiioonnss aabboouutt aannyy ppoossssiibbllee cchhaannggeess ttoo
tthhee OOxxffoorrdd GGrreeeenn BBeelltt wwiillll bbee ttaakkeenn bbyy tthhee ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt iinn WWeessttmmiinnsstteerr,, wwhheerree wwee wwiillll hhaavvee ttoo ddeeppeenndd oonn oouurr
MMPP,, BBoorriiss JJoohhnnssoonn,, ttoo ffiigghhtt oouurr ccaassee.. SSoo iitt iiss qquuiittee ffoorrttuunnaattee tthhaatt BBoorriiss JJoohhnnssoonn iiss vviissiittiinngg tthhee vviillllaaggee oonn tthhee
aafftteerrnnoooonn ooff JJuullyy 1133tthh aanndd wwiillll ttaakkee aa sshhoorrtt tteeaa bbrreeaakk iinn tthhee VViillllaaggee HHaallll.. IItt wwiillll bbee tthhee nneexxtt CCoouunncciill’’ss ddeecciissiioonn oonn
hhooww bbeesstt ttoo eexxppllooiitt tthhiiss ooppppoorrttuunniittyy ttoo lloobbbbyy hhiimm,, aanndd ttoo ddeecciiddee wwhheetthheerr oorr nnoott wwee nneeeedd ttoo mmoouunntt aa ffuurrtthheerr
ccaammppaaiiggnn ttoo pprrootteecctt tthhee vviillllaaggee..

TThhee ssuucccceessssffuull ccaammppaaiiggnn ttoo SSaavvee tthhee BBrriiddggee sshhoowweedd tthhaatt wwee ccaann pprrootteecctt oouurr rruurraall ccoommmmuunniittyy wwhheenn wwee hhaavvee
ssuucchh aa ccrriissiiss,, aanndd aalltthhoouugghh tthhee BBrriiddggee ccaannnnoott nnooww bbee lleeggaallllyy ddeemmoolliisshheedd aanndd rreemmaaiinnss tthheerree ttoo ssllooww ddoowwnn tthhee
ttrraaffffiicc aanndd pprreevveenntt tthhee llaarrggeesstt hheeaavvyy ggooooddss vveehhiicclleess ccoommiinngg tthhrroouugghh HHoorrssppaatthh,, wwee hhaavvee nnoott yyeett bbeeeenn aabbllee ttoo bbuuyy
iitt ffoorr tthhee qquuootteedd pprriiccee ooff ££11.. TThhee oowwnneerrss ((BBRRBB)) ssttiillll hhaavvee ttoo ooffffeerr iitt ffoorr ssaallee ttoo MMrr.. KKeellllyy aatt tthhiiss pprriiccee,, eevveenn



tthhoouugghh iitt ccaannnnoott nnooww bbee lleeggaallllyy ddeemmoolliisshheedd,, aanndd iiff hhee bboouugghhtt iitt,, hhee wwoouulldd qquuiicckkllyy ffaaccee vveerryy eexxppeennssiivvee bbrriiddggee
eennggiinneeeerriinngg mmaaiinntteennaannccee ccoossttss bbeeccaauussee iitt ccrroosssseess oovveerr aa ppuubblliicc rrooaadd.. IIff tthhee PPaarriisshh CCoouunncciill iiss aabbllee ttoo ppuurrcchhaassee tthhee
BBrriiddggee ffoorr ££11 aanndd ccoonnvveerrtt iitt iinnttoo aa ppuubblliicc ffoooottbbrriiddggee aaccrroossss tthhiiss iinnccrreeaassiinnggllyy bbuussyy rrooaadd,, iitt iiss lliikkeellyy tthhaatt tthhee ffuunnddss
nneecceessssaarryy ffoorr tthhee nneecceessssaarryy bbuuiillddiinngg wwoorrkk ccoouulldd bbee oobbttaaiinneedd ffrroomm vvaarriioouuss ggrraannttss wwhhiicchh oonnllyy tthhee PPaarriisshh CCoouunncciill
ccoouulldd aappppllyy ffoorr,, ssoo tthhee CCoouunncciill iiss ssttiillll wwaaiittiinngg ffoorr aann ooppppoorrttuunniittyy ttoo mmaakkee ssuurree tthhaatt tthhee BBrriiddggee nnoott oonnllyy rreemmaaiinnss
tthheerree,, ffoorr aallll tthhee rreeaassoonnss eexxpprreesssseedd bbyy HHoorrssppaatthh rreessiiddeennttss aatt tthhee PPuubblliicc IInnqquuiirryy iinn 22000055,, bbuutt tthhaatt iitt ccaann bbee ppuutt ttoo aa
ggoooodd ffuuttuurree uussee aatt nnoo ggrreeaatt ffiinnaanncciiaall ccoosstt ttoo tthhee vviillllaaggee ccoommmmuunniittyy..

DDeelliivveerreedd aalloonngg wwiitthh tthhiiss NNeewwsslleetttteerr iiss aa ssppeecciiaall qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirree –– aa HHOOUUSSIINNGG NNEEEEDDSS SSUURRVVEEYY-- ffoorr eevveerryy
hhoouusseehhoolldd ttoo ffiillll iinn aanndd rreettuurrnn bbyy rreevviisseedd ddaattee ooff FFrriiddaayy 1188tthh MMaayy uussiinngg tthhee FFRREEEEPPOOSSTT eennvveellooppee aallssoo ssuupppplliieedd,,
wwhheetthheerr oorr nnoott tthheerree iiss aannyyoonnee iinn tthhee hhoouusseehhoolldd iinn aaccttuuaall hhoouussiinngg nneeeedd.. TThhiiss ssuurrvveeyy iiss aa nneecceessssaarryy aanndd oobblliiggaattoorryy
ffiirrsstt sstteepp iinn tthhee PPaarriisshh CCoouunncciill’’ss oonn--ggooiinngg pprroojjeecctt ttoo eessttaabblliisshh aa 33rrdd AAffffoorrddaabbllee HHoouussiinngg SScchheemmee iinn HHoorrssppaatthh ttoo
pprroovviiddee ffoorr tthhee nneeeeddss ooff ppeeooppllee wwiitthh ssttrroonngg ppeerrssoonnaall ccoonnnneeccttiioonnss ttoo HHoorrssppaatthh wwhhoo ccaannnnoott ootthheerrwwiissee aaffffoorrdd ttoo
bbuuyy aa hhoouussee hheerree nnooww tthhaatt hhoouussiinngg oonn tthhee ooppeenn mmaarrkkeett hhaass bbeeccoommee ssoo eexxppeennssiivvee.. TThhiiss ssuurrvveeyy iiss ssuuppppoorrtteedd bbyy
bbootthh SSOODDCC aanndd OORRCCCC wwhhoo wwiillll aannaallyyssee tthhee rreessuullttss,, aanndd tthheenn iinnffoorrmm tthhee PPaarriisshh CCoouunncciill ooff tthheessee rreessuullttss,, ttoo
ccoonnffiirrmm tthhee nneeeeddss ooff tthhee vviillllaaggee,, iinn ggeenneerraall tteerrmmss,, aanndd aannoonnyymmoouussllyy -- ssoo tthhaatt tthheerree iiss aabbssoolluutteellyy nnoo rreeffeerreennccee ttoo
aannyy rreessiiddeennttss’’ nnaammeess.. TThhee ggeenneerraall rreessuullttss wwiillll bbee ppoosstteedd oonn tthhee wweebbssiittee..

TThhee PPaarriisshh CCoouunncciill,, ttooggeetthheerr wwiitthh tthhee HHoorrssppaatthh VViillllaaggee HHaallll cchhaarriittyy aanndd tthhee HHoorrssppaatthh VViillllaaggee SSppoorrttss
AAssssoocciiaattiioonn,, aarree pprrooppoossiinngg aa mmaajjoorr ££11..66 mmiilllliioonn ddeevveellooppmmeenntt ooff tthhee ffaacciilliittiieess ffoorr ssppoorrtt aanndd rreeccrreeaattiioonn iinn tthhee
vviillllaaggee,, wwhhiicchh ccaann oonnllyy hhaappppeenn iiff iitt iiss ssuuppppoorrtteedd bbyy ssuucchh ffuunnddss aass tthhee LLootttteerryy.. TThhiiss pprroojjeecctt wwoouulldd iinnvvoollvvee tthhee
eevveennttuuaall ddeemmoolliittiioonn ooff tthhee SSccoouutt HHuutt aanndd tthhee bbuuiillddiinngg ooff aa ssttaattee--ooff--tthhee--aarrtt,, ppuurrppoossee--bbuuiilltt,, eenneerrggyy--eeffffiicciieenntt
ddoouubbllee--ssiiddeedd ssppoorrttss ppaavviilliioonn wwiitthh cchhaannggiinngg rroooommss,, aanndd tthhee eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt ooff aa nneeww ssppoorrttss ffiieelldd oonn tthhee OOxxffoorrdd
ssiiddee ooff tthhee VViillllaaggee HHaallll.. TThhee ddeettaaiillss ooff tthhiiss eevvoollvviinngg ppllaann aarree eexxppllaaiinneedd eellsseewwhheerree iinn tthhee NNeewwsslleetttteerr,, bbuutt aa llooww--
ccoosstt bbeeggiinnnniinngg hhaass bbeeeenn mmaaddee bbyy tthhee ppllaannttiinngg ooff 112200 nneeww ttrreeeess iinn tthhee BBoowwlleeyy FFiieelldd,, aanndd aa ffuurrtthheerr 330000 ttrreeeess hhaavvee
bbeeeenn rreeqquueesstteedd ffrroomm SSOODDCC ffoorr ppllaannttiinngg tthheerree nneexxtt wwiinntteerr..

HHoorrssppaatthh wwoonn tthhee BBeesstt KKeepptt VViillllaaggee CCoommppeettiittiioonn aanndd wwaass tthheenn cchhoosseenn aass tthhee WWiinnnneerr ooff tthhee WWiinnnneerrss CCllaassss iinn
tthhee BBeesstt KKeepptt VViillllaaggee CCoommppeettiittiioonn llaasstt yyeeaarr.. WWee ddiidd nnoott eenntteerr tthhiiss yyeeaarr,, ppaarrttllyy bbeeccaauussee tthhee ccoommppeettiittiioonn ffoorrmmaatt
hhaass nnooww bbeeeenn cchhaannggeedd,, aanndd ppaarrttllyy bbeeccaauussee wwee hhaadd oonnllyy rreecceennttllyy wwoonn aallll wwee ccoouulldd ppoossssiibbllyy wwiinn,, dduuee iinn ppaarrtt ttoo tthhee
ccoonnttiinnuueedd eeffffoorrttss mmaaddee bbyy eevveerryyoonnee iinn tthhee vviillllaaggee ttoo llooookk aafftteerr tthheeiirr oowwnn pprrooppeerrttyy,, ppaarrttllyy bbyy tthhee CCoouunncciill’’ss oowwnn
pprrooggrraammmmee ffoorr tthhee mmaaiinntteennaannccee ooff tthhee ppuubblliicc aarreeaass,, aanndd eessppeecciiaallllyy dduuee ttoo MMrr.. && MMrrss TTaasskkeerr wwhhoo hhaavvee sshhoowwnn
tthhee wwaayy bbyy tthheeiirr oowwnn eexxaammppllee ooff hhooww eevveerryyoonnee ccaann hheellpp ttoo kkeeeepp lliitttteerr ttoo aa mmiinniimmuumm..

IInn tthhee nneeww BBuurriiaall GGrroouunndd,, tthhee ppaatthh ooff ccoonnccrreettee ssllaabbss ttoo tthhee aarreeaa uusseedd mmoosstt rreecceennttllyy ffoorr bbuurriiaallss bbeeccaammee uunnssttaabbllee
aanndd tthhee CCoouunncciill rreecceeiivveedd ccoommppllaaiinnttss tthhaatt tthhee uunneevveennllyy sseettttlliinngg ssllaabbss ccoonnssttiittuutteedd aa ‘‘ttrriipp hhaazzaarrdd..’’ VVeerryy rreelluuccttaannttllyy
tthhee CCoouunncciill,, rreeccooggnniissiinngg tthhaatt iitt hhaadd aa lleeggaall rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy ttoo rreemmoovvee aa hhaazzaarrdd ttoo ppuubblliicc HHeeaalltthh && SSaaffeettyy,, aarrrraannggeedd
ffoorr aa llaarrggee sseeccttiioonn ooff tthheessee rreecceennttllyy llaaiidd ssllaabbss ttoo bbee rreemmoovveedd aanndd ssttaacckkeedd iinn tthhee BBuurriiaall GGrroouunndd ppeennddiinngg uussee
eellsseewwhheerree.. TThhee ggrraassss hhaass ssiinnccee bbeeeenn rreessttoorreedd aanndd rree--sseeeeddeedd bbyy RRoobbeerrtt GGrraayy..

TThhee WWiillddlliiffee CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn AArreeaa iiss nnooww iinn iittss 88tthh yyeeaarr aass aa vveerryy ssuucccceessssffuull aanndd ppooppuullaarr vviillllaaggee pprroojjeecctt,, ssuuppppoorrtteedd
bbyy tthhee PPaarriisshh CCoouunncciill aanndd bbyy aa tteeaamm ooff vvoolluunntteeeerrss wwhhoo hhaavvee uusseedd tthheeiirr vvaarriioouuss sskkiillllss ttoo mmaakkee tthhiiss AArreeaa aa vveerryy
pplleeaassaanntt ppllaaccee ffoorr aann iinntteerreessttiinngg wwaallkk iinn tthhee hheeaarrtt ooff tthhee vviillllaaggee.. TThhee 22--yyeeaarr ddrroouugghhtt nnoott oonnllyy ddrriieedd oouutt tthhee ppoonnddss
llaasstt ssuummmmeerr,, bbuutt aallssoo tthhee ccllaayy wwhhiicchh iiss uunnddeerrnneeaatthh tthheemm,, bbuutt tthheeyy aarree nnooww rreepplleenniisshheedd wwiitthh eennoouugghh wwaatteerr ttoo sseeee
tthhiiss yyeeaarr’’ss ccrroopp ooff mmaannyy tthhoouussaannddss ooff ttaaddppoolleess ccoommee tthhrroouugghh ttoo mmaattuurriittyy aanndd lleeaavvee tthhee ppoonndd aass lliittttllee ffrrooggss iinn
JJuullyy.. TThhee ppooppuullaattiioonn ooff bbaattss hhiibbeerrnnaattiinngg iinn tthhee ttuunnnneell ccoonnttiinnuueess ttoo ggrrooww,, aanndd ssoommee mmoorree ‘‘bbaatt ffuurrnniittuurree’’ wwaass
iinnssttaalllleedd bbyy BBoobb HHaammlleett aanndd mmaannyy ootthheerr vvoolluunntteeeerrss.. TThhee AArreeaa nnooww aattttrraaccttss sseevveerraall tthhoouussaanndd vviissiittss bbyy llooccaall
ppeeooppllee eevveerryy yyeeaarr,, ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy ddoogg--wwaallkkeerrss,, aanndd iinn tthhee rreecceenntt wweett wwiinntteerr,, tthhee ttoopp sseeccttiioonn ooff tthhee ‘‘cciirrccuullaarr ppaatthh’’
bbeeccaammee ttoooo sslliippppeerryy ffoorr mmoosstt ooff tthheemm,, aanndd ssoo iitt wwiillll bbee rree--ssuurrffaacceedd tthhiiss sspprriinngg wwiitthh aabboouutt 1100 ttoonnnneess ooff ggrraavveell
bboouugghhtt bbyy tthhee PPaarriisshh CCoouunncciill..



TThhee rreennoovvaatteedd VViillllaaggee HHaallll CChhiillddrreenn’’ss PPllaayy AArreeaa ccoonnttiinnuueess ttoo bbee hheeaavviillyy uusseedd,, ttoo tthhee ggrreeaatt ddeelliigghhtt ooff mmaannyy
yyoouunngg cchhiillddrreenn aanndd tthheeiirr ffaammiilliieess iinn tthhee vviillllaaggee,, bbuutt tthhee ccoossttss ttoo tthhee ccoommmmuunniittyy ooff rreeppaaiirriinngg mmiinnddlleessss ccrriimmiinnaall
vvaannddaalliissmm bbyy aa ffeeww rraatthheerr oollddeerr ppeeooppllee ttoo tthhee aaddjjaacceenntt VViillllaaggee HHaallll bbuuiillddiinngg hhaavvee aaggaaiinn aammoouunntteedd ttoo ££55,,000000..
TThhee aaccttuuaall bbiillllss wweerree kkeepptt llooww bbeeccaauussee BBrriiaann MMaayylliinngg aanndd BBoobb HHaammlleett oorrggaanniisseedd ssoommee vvoolluunntteeeerr wwoorrkkiinngg
ppaarrttiieess ttoo ddoo ssoommee ooff tthhee rreeppaaiirrss aanndd mmaaiinntteennaannccee,, bbuutt iitt iiss iinneevviittaabbllee tthhaatt tthhee PPoolliiccee wwiillll nnooww nneeeedd ttoo bbee mmoorree
iinnvvoollvveedd iinn iiddeennttiiffyyiinngg aanndd bbrriinnggiinngg ttoo ccoouurrtt tthhoossee rreessppoonnssiibbllee ffoorr ccaauussiinngg tthhee ccrriimmiinnaall ddaammaaggee..

TThhee VViillllaaggee GGrreeeenn iiss mmaaiinnttaaiinneedd aass aann aattttrraaccttiivvee ppuubblliicc ooppeenn ssppaaccee bbyy tthhee CCoouunncciill,, aaccttiinngg uunnddeerr cclleeaarr oobblliiggaattiioonnss
aass TTrruusstteeeess ooff tthhee cchhaarriittyy ssuuppeerrvviissiinngg iitt.. MMaannyy ccoommppllaaiinnttss wweerree mmaaddee ttoo tthhee CCoouunncciill aabboouutt tthhee wwaayy iinn wwhhiicchh
ssoommee mmoottoorr vveehhiicclleess wweerree bbeeiinngg ppaarrkkeedd oonn tthhee ggrraassss ooff tthhee GGrreeeenn nneeaarr tthhee VViillllaaggee SSttoorreess && PPoosstt OOffffiiccee,, ttuurrnniinngg
tthhiiss aarreeaa iinnttoo aa qquuaaggmmiirree iinn wweett wweeaatthheerr.. TThhee CCoouunncciill ttrriieedd iinn vvaaiinn ttoo ppeerrssuuaaddee ssoommee vveehhiiccllee oowwnneerrss ppoolliitteellyy nnoott
ttoo ppaarrkk oonn tthhiiss ppiieeccee ooff ggrraassss,, wwhhiicchh MMrr.. && MMrrss PPaatteell hhaavvee vvoolluunntteeeerreedd ttoo mmaaiinnttaaiinn ttoo aa hhiigghheerr ssttaannddaarrdd tthhaann tthhee
rreesstt ooff tthhee GGrreeeenn wwhhiicchh iiss mmoowwnn bbyy tthhee CCoouunncciill.. PPeerrssuuaassiioonn pprroodduucceedd oonnllyy vveerrbbaall aabbuussee,, ssoo CCoouunncciilllloorrss
rreelluuccttaannttllyy hhaadd ttoo iinnssttaallll tthhee wwooooddeenn bboollllaarrddss ttoo pphhyyssiiccaallllyy kkeeeepp tthhee mmoottoorr vveehhiicclleess ooffff tthhiiss ggrraassss,, uussiinngg ssoommee
mmoonneeyy wwhhiicchh wwaass aallrreeaaddyy sseett aassiiddee ffrroomm tthhee ppaayymmeennttss rreecceeiivveedd iinn tthhee ppaasstt ffoorr tthhee ((‘‘wwaayy lleeaavvee’’)) rriigghhttss ooff ssoommee
hhoouusseehhoollddeerrss ttoo ddrriivvee aaccrroossss ootthheerr ppaarrttss ooff tthhee GGrreeeenn ttoo rreeaacchh tthheeiirr pprriivvaattee ggaarraaggeess.. TThhee CCoouunncciill hhaass yyeett ttoo ttaakkee
ffuurrtthheerr aaccttiioonn ttoo eelliimmiinnaattee eennccrrooaacchhmmeenntt oonnttoo tthhee GGrreeeenn bbyy ootthheerr iilllleeggaallllyy ppaarrkkeedd vveehhiicclleess,, aann uunnllaawwffuull ffeennccee,,
aanndd ootthheerr iitteemmss lleefftt wwiitthhoouutt ppeerrmmiissssiioonn oonn tthhee ggrraassss aarreeaass..

TThhee ttrraaffffiicc pprroobblleemmss iinn HHoorrssppaatthh wweerree vveerryy sseevveerree,, aanndd ffrruussttrraattiioonn hhiigghh,, wwhheenn tthhee vvoolluummee ooff tthhrroouugghh ttrraaffffiicc
ddoouubblleedd dduurriinngg tthhee GGrreeeenn RRooaadd ‘‘hhaammbbuurrggeerr rroouunnddaabboouutt’’ ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn bbeeffoorree CChhrriissttmmaass,, bbuutt tthhee vvoolluummee qquuiicckkllyy
ffeellll bbaacckk ttoo iittss nnoorrmmaall lleevveell eexxcceepptt aatt tthhee ppeeaakk rruusshh hhoouurrss.. TThhee cchhiiccaanneess aanndd tthhee rrooaadd hhuummppss,, wwhhiicchh wweerree
iinnssttaalllleedd iinn 11999999 iinn rreessppoonnssee ttoo tthhee ppooppuullaarr ddeemmaanndd bbyy 550000 HHoorrssppaatthh rreessiiddeennttss ffoorr aa TTrraaffffiicc CCaallmmiinngg SScchheemmee ttoo
mmaakkee tthhee vviillllaaggee ssttrreeeettss ssaaffeerr,, rreemmaaiinn iinn ppllaaccee aass tthhee CCoouunnttyy CCoouunncciill’’ss bbeesstt ssoolluuttiioonn ttoo tthhee ppeerrssiisstteenntt ssppeeeeddiinngg
pprroobblleemm.. TThhee PPaarriisshh CCoouunncciill hhaass aasskkeedd tthhee CCoouunnttyy CCoouunncciill ttoo rreeppllaaccee tthhee cchhiiccaanneess bbyy aannyy ootthheerr aapppprroovveedd ddeevviiccee
wwhhiicchh wwiillll ssllooww tthhee ttrraaffffiicc wwiitthhoouutt oobbssttrruuccttiinngg 22--wwaayy ttrraaffffiicc ffllooww,, bbuutt tthheessee rreeqquueessttss hhaavvee bbeeeenn rreeffuusseedd,, aass iitt hhaass
bbeeeenn pprroovveedd bbyy ssppeeeedd ssuurrvveeyyss tthhaatt,, aalltthhoouugghh tthhee cchhiiccaanneess ddoo nnoott ssllooww ddoowwnn aallll tthhee eexxttrreemmee lluunnaattiiccss oonn tthhee rrooaadd,,
tthheeyy ddoo ssllooww mmoosstt ooff tthhee mmoorree rreessppoonnssiibbllee ddrriivveerrss vveerryy ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllyy.. KKeeiitthh BBrrooookkss’’ pphhoottooss bbeellooww mmiigghhtt ccaauussee
oonnee ttoo wwoonnddeerr jjuusstt hhooww ffaasstt tthhaatt ccaarr mmuusstt hhaavvee bbeeeenn ggooiinngg ttoo ddeemmoolliisshh aann eelleeccttrriicciittyy ppoollee aanndd tthheenn ccoonnttiinnuuee
aannootthheerr 5500 yyaarrddss ooffff tthhee rrooaadd iinnttoo pprriivvaattee pprrooppeerrttyy bbeeffoorree ttuurrnniinngg oovveerr?? BBaadd ddrriivviinngg ccaauusseedd tthhiiss aacccciiddeenntt,, nnoott tthhee
ttrraaffffiicc ccaallmmiinngg sscchheemmee..

TThhee BBrriiddggee iiss ssttiillll tthhee bbeesstt ttrraaffffiicc ccaallmmiinngg ttooooll,, ccuuttttiinngg tthhee ssppeeeedd ooff 8855%% ooff tthhee ttrraaffffiicc ddoowwnn ttoo lleessss tthhaann 3311 mmpphh,,
aanndd aatt tthhee ssaammee ttiimmee mmaakkiinngg iitt iimmppoossssiibbllee ffoorr aarrttiiccuullaatteedd hhiigghh ssiiddeedd HHGGVV’’ss ttoo ppaassss tthhrroouugghh tthhee vviillllaaggee..
HHoowweevveerr,, ssoommee vveerryy bbiigg HHGGVVss ssttiillll ddoo ooccccaassiioonnaallllyy ssttiillll aarrrriivvee iinn HHoorrssppaatthh ttoo ccaauussee ddaammaaggee aanndd ccoonnffuussiioonn
wwhheenn tthheeyy nneeeedd ttoo ttuurrnn aarroouunndd,, mmoossttllyy ddrriivveenn bbyy nnoonn--EEnngglliisshh ssppeeaakkiinngg ddrriivveerrss ffoolllloowwiinngg tthhee ffaauullttyy iinnssttrruuccttiioonnss
ooff tthheeiirr ssaatteelllliittee nnaavviiggaattiioonn ssyysstteemmss wwhhiillee ttrryyiinngg ttoo rreeaacchh tthhee MM4400 aatt WWhheeaattlleeyy ffrroomm tthhee OOxxffoorrdd RRiinngg RRooaadd..
BBMMWW GGrroouupp hhaass bbeeeenn vveerryy ccoo--ooppeerraattiivvee iinn bbrriieeffiinngg aallll tthhee ddrriivveerrss ooff HHGGVVss wwhhiicchh ddeelliivveerr ttoo tthheeiirr CCoowwlleeyy
ffaaccttoorryy nnoott ttoo aatttteemmpptt ttoo ggoo tthhrroouugghh HHoorrssppaatthh,, aanndd tthhee HHGGVVss wwhhiicchh hhaavvee ccoonnttiinnuueedd ttoo ccaauussee tthhee pprroobblleemmss ddoo nnoott
aappppeeaarr ttoo hhaavvee aannyy ccoonnnneeccttiioonn wwiitthh BBMMWW.. TThhee CCoouunnttyy CCoouunncciill hhaass aaggrreeeedd ttoo eerreecctt nneeww wweeiigghhtt lliimmiitt ssiiggnnss aanndd
llooww bbrriiddggee wwaarrnniinngg ssiiggnnss oonn bbootthh ssiiddeess ooff tthhee rrooaadd nneeaarr tthhee SSttaaggeeccooaacchh bbuuss ggaarraaggee,, iinn aann aatttteemmpptt ttoo mmaakkee tthhee
wwaarrnniinngg ssiiggnnss mmoorree ccoonnssppiiccuuoouuss ttoo HHGGVV ddrriivveerrss wwhhoo sshhoouulldd nnoott tthheenn rriisskk ccoommiinngg ttoo HHoorrssppaatthh eexxcceepptt ttoo ddeelliivveerr
hheerree.. HHoorrssppaatthh rreessiiddeennttss aarree aasskkeedd ttoo nnoottee tthhee rreeggiissttrraattiioonn nnuummbbeerrss ooff aannyy vveerryy llaarrggee HHGGVVss ddeeffyyiinngg tthhee nneeww
ssiiggnnss,, aanndd ccoommmmuunniiccaattee tthheessee ttoo tthhee CCoouunncciill aass ssoooonn aass ppoossssiibbllee..

WWhheerreevveerr ppoossssiibbllee,, tthhee PPaarriisshh CCoouunncciill hhaass aatttteemmpptteedd ttoo aavvooiidd uunnnneecceessssaarryy eexxppeennsseess,, aanndd ssoo aass aa rreessuulltt ooff
eeccoonnoommiieess iinn ssoommee aarreeaass,, tthheerree iiss nnooww ££55,,000000 aavvaaiillaabbllee ffoorr aa nneecceessssaarryy uuppggrraaddee ooff tthhee VViillllaaggee HHaallll kkiittcchheenn,, aanndd



iitt hhaass eevveenn bbeeeenn ppoossssiibbllee ttoo mmaakkee aa ssmmaallll rreedduuccttiioonn iinn tthhee PPaarriisshh CCoouunncciill sshhaarree ooff tthhee CCoouunncciill TTaaxx ttoo bbee ppaaiidd tthhiiss
yyeeaarr..

IItt rreemmaaiinnss oonnllyy ffoorr mmee ttoo ssiinncceerreellyy tthhaannkk tthhee vveerryy llaarrggee nnuummbbeerr ooff vvoolluunntteeeerrss iinn HHoorrssppaatthh wwhhoo ddoo uunnppaaiidd
vvoolluunnttaarryy wwoorrkk ttoo mmaakkee tthhee vviillllaaggee aa bbeetttteerr ppllaaccee ttoo lliivvee iinn,, aanndd wwhhoossee eeffffoorrttss hhaavvee mmaaddee mmyy jjoobb aass CChhaaiirrmmaann ooff
tthhee CCoouunncciill dduurriinngg tthhee ppaasstt ttwwoo yyeeaarrss mmoorree eennjjooyyaabbllee aanndd mmaannaaggeeaabbllee..

TThhee llooccaall PPoolliiccee CCoonnssttaabbllee rreeppoorrtteedd tthhaatt tthheerree hhaavvee rreecceennttllyy bbeeeenn bbuurrggllaarriieess iinn MMaannoorr DDrriivvee wwhheerree kkeeyyss ttoo tthhrreeee
vveehhiicclleess wweerree ssttoolleenn.. IIff aannyyoonnee hhaass aannyy iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn,, pplleeaassee rreeppoorrtt ttoo tthhee PPoolliiccee aass ssoooonn aass ppoossssiibbllee.. TThhaannkkss
wweerree ppaasssseedd ttoo CCoouunncciilllloorrss aanndd rreessiiddeennttss ffoorr aallll hheellpp aanndd ssuuppppoorrtt ggiivveenn ttoo tthhee PPoolliiccee..

MMrr HHoorrsslleeyy ppaasssseedd tthhaannkkss ttoo MMrr HHaarrrriiss ffoorr hhiiss ttiimmee ssppeenntt aass bbootthh CCoouunncciilllloorr aanndd CChhaaiirrmmaann ooff HHoorrssppaatthh PPaarriisshh
CCoouunncciill aanndd ffoorr hhiiss eennoorrmmoouuss eeffffoorrttss wwiitthh pprroojjeeccttss iinncclluuddiinngg tthhee BBrriiddggee,, tthhee CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn AArreeaa aanndd mmaannyy ootthheerr
mmaajjoorr ppllaannss aanndd pprroojjeeccttss..

66.. EEXXPPLLAANNAATTIIOONN OOFF WWHHYY HHOORRSSPPAATTHH NNEEEEDDSS EEVVEERRYY RREESSIIDDEENNTT’’SS HHEELLPP IINN WWRRIITTIINNGG AA NNEEWW
PPAARRIISSHH PPLLAANN..
MMrr HHaarrrriiss rreeppoorrtteedd tthhaatt tthhee PPaarriisshh CCoouunncciill iiss mmaaddee uupp ooff vvoolluunnttaarryy mmeemmbbeerrss tthhaatt oofftteenn hhaavvee ttoo ccoommmmeenntt oonn
ppllaannss//pprroojjeeccttss ffrroomm llooccaall ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt.. SSoommee ooff tthhee mmaajjoorr ddeecciissiioonnss oonn CCoouunnttrryyssiiddee aarree nnoott ccoonnssiiddeerreedd aass hhiigghh
pprriioorriittyy wwhhiicchh pprreesseennttss aa pprroobblleemm wwhheenn tthhee rreessiiddeennttss ooff HHoorrssppaatthh wwaanntt HHoorrssppaatthh ttoo rreemmaaiinn aa vviillllaaggee,, wwhheenn
vviillllaaggeess ddoo nnoott hhaavvee aa llaarrggee eennoouugghh ssaayy iinn tthhee ppllaannnniinngg pprroocceedduurreess..

HHoorrssppaatthh wwaass oonnee ooff tthhee ffeeww vviillllaaggeess pprreesseenntt ttoo rreepprreesseenntt tthheeiirr vviieewwss aatt tthhee SSoouutthh EEaasstt PPllaann’’ss EExxaammiinnaattiioonn iinn
PPuubblliicc.. MMrr HHaarrrriiss rreepprreesseenntteedd HHoorrssppaatthh iinn ooppppoossiinngg tthhee pprrooppoosseedd hhoouussiinngg ddeevveellooppmmeennttss aalloonngg wwiitthh hheellpp ffrroomm
DDrr IIaann SSccaarrggiillll –– OOGGBBNN.. RReessiiddeennttss nneeeedd ttoo bbee aawwaarree aanndd rreeaaddyy ttoo cchhaalllleennggee ddeevveellooppeerrss wwaannttiinngg ttoo bbuuiilldd oonn tthhee
GGrreeeenn BBeelltt..

TThhiiss iiss wwhhyy HHoorrssppaatthh nneeeeddss aa PPaarriisshh PPllaann wwhhiicchh rreepprreesseennttss tthhee vviieewwss aanndd pprriioorriittiieess ooff tthhee rreessiiddeennttss.. AAnnyy ffuuttuurree
ggrraanntt aapppplliiccaattiioonnss mmaaddee bbyy tthhee PPaarriisshh CCoouunncciill wwiillll bbee aasskkeedd wwhhaatt kkiinndd ooff PPaarriisshh PPllaann//SSuurrvveeyy hhaass bbeeeenn
ccoonndduucctteedd,, aanndd wwiillll hheellpp tthhee ssuucccceessss ooff tthhee ffuunnddiinngg.. MMrr HHaarrrriiss cciirrccuullaatteedd aann iinniittiiaall sshheeeett ffoorr tthhee PPaarriisshh PPllaann ffoorr
rreessiiddeennttss ttoo ccoommpplleettee wwhhiicchh wwiillll bbee ffoolllloowweedd bbyy aa qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirree aanndd aa ppuubblliicc mmeeeettiinngg.. OOnnccee tthhee rreessuullttss ooff tthhee
qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirree aarree aavvaaiillaabbllee tthheenn aa ppllaann wwiillll bbee ddrraawwnn uupp ttoo iimmpplleemmeenntt tthhee rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss ooff tthhee rreessiiddeennttss.. TThhee
HHoorrssppaatthh VViillllaaggee SSppoorrttss AAssssoocciiaattiioonn hhaass mmaajjoorr ppllaannss iinn tthhee ppiippeelliinnee..

7. CHAIRMAN OF VILLAGE HALL & RECREATION COMMITTEE’S REPORT AND
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS – MR BRIAN MAYLING.
Before I submit my report I would ask you to accept that it is almost impossible to segregate the Village
Hall affairs and aspirations from that of the Sports Association, and I believe that is only right and
proper. So where my report strays from one to the other I trust you will bear with me.

On the day-to-day running of the Hall’s use, it remains a popular venue for meetings and conferences.
However we have experienced some difficulties with some of the functions we were attracting,
particularly those that required bars. We were finding that they were rowdy, unruly, did not respect the
people who live in neighbouring properties, the Hall, or indeed the booking conditions. If we incurred
costs for any damages together with paid bar staff, lettings were becoming unprofitable. In view of this
we have currently restricted function bookings with bars to people that are sponsored by individuals who
are prepared to vouch for them that in turn are known to the village organisations. Going forward we
need to review this arrangement and possibly get back to the situation we had when we started with
voluntary bar staff. We did organise another Goats evening in September which was again very popular
and raised a considerable amount of money.



There have been numerous ongoing maintenance issues, all of which have been remedied with the
assistance of Bob Hamlet. For some reason somebody took issue with 3 of the seats in the Ladies toilets
and they were replaced. A water miser was fitted to the Gents urinals because we were receiving some
ridiculously high water bills to run the previous drip system. A new fridge was fitted in the kitchen.
There are still items that need attention. The boiler either needs replacing or we need to find a
maintenance engineer who can still maintain it. And the kitchen is in need of refurbishing. The Parish
Council has very generously approved a sum to assist with these items.

As everyone who cares to take an interest will know, the Village Hall came in for a lot of unwanted
attention once again from the local yobs. A tremendous amount of work had to be undertaken just trying
to keep pace with repairs of the damage and destruction these idiots caused. At one point we had so
much damage to repair we set-up a working party, again under the guidance of Bob Hamlet. To
repair/replace guttering and down-pipes, fit anti-climb protective shields, and apply anti-climb paint and
warning signs. Steel sheets were fitted to most of the exterior wooden doors and the new doors on the
old Scout Hut. Within hours of the working party finishing their work the idiots once again
demonstrated their mindless determination to destroy whatever we try to achieve by smashing off the
waste pipes from the kitchen.

The general protection of the area and the Bowley Field from unauthorised access by motorcycles and
travellers is now good. Although it was discovered that two young girls had obtained the gate
combination as they were caught letting in some of their young friends on motorcycles/motorcars.

Underage drinkers still regularly frequent the recreation area in the summer months, considerable caches
of discarded bottles/cans of alcohol have been found on several occasions and the amount of broken
glass around the area causes considerable concern. I am sure many of you will know, despite concerted
efforts to report these incidents, we have been unable to generate any meaningful response to our plight.

2006/2007 saw the development of the Green Mile. It would be remiss at this point not to thank Keith
Brooks for all the magnificent work he did, not only on the Green-mile but the numerous other items he
assisted with, especially the clearing-up of the whole area, the work he did in clearing the dead trees in
the Bowley Field, the rubbish at the back of the cricket pitch and of course the clearance of the ragwort.

The Occupancy License has now been finalised and signed between the Village Hall and the Sports
Association. This provides complete protection for the Sports Association, or should I say more
precisely, the cricket club at this point in time, to any challenge to their tenancy of the premises under
the Charities Commission regulations. On the subject of the Sports Association a tremendous amount of
groundwork has been put in by Martin Harris who has supported me and the various committees in
getting this up and running. The Scout Hut, which is integral to our plans, had already been secured. The
second phase was to draw up a provisional plan that would include the basic requirements of the
sporting facilities but to also be flexible enough to accommodate any other facilities that would be
required be any other group or sporting activity that may be required in the future. A lot of different
plans were considered and a lot of meetings took place with representatives of various sporting and
planning departments. There were many considerations, investigating pitch sixes and requirements
changing room sizes, first aid and referees/umpires facilities. We believe the current plan that was
reproduced in the Newsletter embodies all the advice and best use of the available area.

117 trees of various types have already been planted which delineate the border alongside the planned
new cricket and football pitches. Amongst the people we have meet and consulted with were Gabby
Powell, the Sports development Officer – South Oxford District Council. Gavin Hawkey, County



Development Officer – Oxfordshire Football Association. Rupert Evans, Cricket Development Officer
and Jane Randle of the Planning Department plus a representative from the Playing Fields Association.
All of these individuals were very impressed with our plans and very supportive of what we are trying to
achieve. In fact, in many ways we believe we are pushing against an open door.

However we, or perhaps more particularly myself, have met considerable skepticism - in fact, I would
go further and say opposition - to what we are trying to achieve. We have also an element that is hell
bent on destroying everything we do or try to develop. I have encountered considerable abuse from
individuals that, in my mind, I have simply tried to assist. And the destructive elements we have
encountered cause us to spend all our time and energy trying to keep up repairing the damage that they
cause. In this sense we are simply treading water. As far as resolving the obstructive attitudes and
skepticisms, hopefully the Village Plan will indicate the path we should follow. I would hope that it
indicates that there is a nucleus of people in the village that want to see sporting and recreational
facilities for young people.

However if it does not I am sure that there is enough drive and energy to assist the cricket club in
achieving their aspirations of new pavilion, clubroom and additional pitch. I cannot speak highly enough
about the support and attitude the cricket club have demonstrated. They have assisted in every proposal
the Village Hall and Sports Association have made. They have assisted in the purchase of the gang-
mower, not for any benefit to themselves but to assist in the preparation of the ground and development
of the Bowley field and football areas. They also assisted in the purchase of the very expensive
goalposts, again to facilitate football development, which have also been so badly vandalised by
mindless idiots.

This other problem of the vandalism and damage is a very serious one indeed and I honestly believe that
it could be the undoing of all our plans. If you spend a lot of time working in the area as I have, it is
inevitable that you have confrontations with these individuals who deliberately and defiantly initiate
actions to demonstrate their contempt for everything we try to do. The ordeal that one of our greatest
supporters was subjected to has taught us not to challenge them, to avoid confronting them at all cost,
effectively turning a blind eye to what they are doing. Even as we speak I am aware that this last
weekend a very great number of the new trees that were so lovingly and painstakingly planted have been
ripped up and destroyed.

I am sorry that I close my report on such a sad note but I’m afraid that I see this as the biggest problem;
in fact it is probably the only real problem that stands in the way of us completing our plans. Finally can
I thank all of those who have assisted me, by giving up so much of their valuable time on the various
committees and initiatives?

8. SOUTH OX’SHIRE DISTRICT COUNCILOR’S REPORT – Ms Sarah Gray/Mr Roger Bell
Over the past twelve months a number of things have taken place or decisions made at SODC which
have affected Horspath. Below are some of the more interesting points.

Garden Waste - The new system of collecting garden waste by the provision of brown wheelie bins
seems to be very popular judging by the number seen around on alternate Mondays in spite of the fact
that residents have had to pay up to £29.00 extra over and above their council tax in order to get this
service. About 20% of residents have taken up the offer. However we have lost our bi-weekly
community green waste vehicle and the facility for those with small gardens to have brown paper sacks.
Call Centre - Earlier in April SODC transferred their telephone reception to a call centre based in
Coventry. The rationale for this move, which will cost in excess of one million pounds, is not clear to



many Councillors. The decision was made by the Cabinet, not by Councillors. Sarah phoned in this
morning and waited until eventually being cut off by BT. Hopefully this was a teething problem but the
staff at the centre later denied that there was a problem in answering calls.
Sheltered Housing - The long awaited report on housing and housing for the elderly was issued in
September and, in particular, this showed what we had expected, namely that our rapidly ageing
population will require more facilities, and of a much higher standard than at present. An extract from
the report highlights the situation. –“Most of the rented sheltered housing in South Oxfordshire was built
in the 1960s/1970s. The location, design and amenities of many schemes no longer meet the needs and
expectations of older people. When most of the schemes were built, sheltered tenants were
predominantly in their 60s and 70s. Older and frailer tenants moved on to institutional care. The trend
is now to support older people in their own homes wherever possible, and consequently the age and
frailty profile of sheltered tenants has increased considerably. Schemes which were designed for fit and
active newly retired people are very unlikely to meet the needs of older tenants with mobility and health
problems. In addition, tenants’ and applicants’ expectations have risen, schemes that would have been
“state of the art” 30 or 40 years ago are now no longer attractive or even acceptable to older people. For
some years, bedsit sheltered flats have been hard to let.” This explains the decision to redevelop
Windows Court in Wheatley to provide affordable rented accommodation for all age groups.
Council Tax - SODC has again been very fortunate this year to have a generous increase in government
grant towards its expenditure. This means that no increase in the SODC portion of council tax is needed.
The budget for SODC expenditure is rising from £13.6m to £14.1m. A band D property will pay
£116.17 for District Council services. (For comparison, band D tax in the VOWHDC will be £102.07)
Staffing - SODC continues to have problems in the recruitment and retention of senior staff. This may
be related to the level of salaries compared to the very high cost of living in South Oxfordshire. As a
result, the Planning Dept, has been understaffed and this is adversely affecting its ability to respond to
cases where contravention of planning law requires enforcement action. Currently only cases considered
to be high priority are being fully pursued by officers and even then considerable delays are evidenced.
Parish Plan – Mr Bell reported that Wheatley Parish Council completed their Parish Plan a couple of
years ago and are now working through the different ideas.

9. OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT – Mrs Anne Purse.
Waste Collections – Mrs Purse reported that either the City or District Council is responsible for the
collection of waste in the area, but it is Ox’shire County Council that is responsible for disposal. OCC
has a lot of pressure from the Government not to put rotable waste such as kitchen waste into landfill but
to arrange a separate collection. The Ox’shire Waste Partnership has stated that the volume of waste has
to be reduced in the future. The rising cost of waste disposal will have an effect on local Council Tax.
Green Road Roundabout – General reports are that the roads around this area are much quicker.
Cycle Track – Ann Purse will discuss the frequency of sweeping the cycle track with OCC as there are
reports that there is often glass, stones and litter on the track.
Local Councils – Mrs Purse reported that the Governments decision to keep the two tiers of local
councils has been welcomed. There are many occasions when OCC and SODC work together.
Pavement – Oxford Road – The repairs to this pavement are at the top of the repair scheme.
Mrs Lewis reported that there are no white road markings as you come off the A40 coming from London
which is very dangerous. Mrs Purse will take this matter up with OCC Highways.

10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
a. Mr Horsley informed members of the public that there are several Councillors that will not be standing

for re-election this year, so there is an urgent need for new members to join the Parish Council to assist
with the planned projects.

b. A resident asked about the procedure of allocating the affordable homes in the village, and if a property
becomes empty will it be allocated to another resident of Horspath.



If a resident of Horspath qualifies for Affordable Housing the property would be allocated to them. If
not people from neighbouring villages will be considered.

c. A resident asked about the traffic calming chicanes in Oxford Road.
Mr Harris reported that in 1999, 500 residents signed a petition to reduce the traffic speeds in the village.
The chicanes that were installed were paid for by the Parish Council and maintained by Oxfordshire
County Council and traffic surveys show that they do reduce the speed of traffic. OCC has advised the
Parish Council not to remove the chicanes. The Parish Council has reported all accidents in Cuddesdon
Road to Oxfordshire County Council and a record of these will stay on file. OCC will only fund new
traffic calming measures if there is a high accident rate, and to date fortunately none of the accidents in
Cuddesdon Road have been major. The Parish Council is not able to fund any further measures.

d. Mrs Tasker commented that the chicanes on Oxford Road are very dangerous.
Mr Harris explained that the accident rate is not high enough for OCC to take any further action. The
Parish Council agrees with the concerns that have been raised and all information has been passed to
OCC.
Another suggestion was for speed humps to be installed on the bend of the Green.

e. A resident raised concern on the high level of vandalism that is occurring in the village, and stated that
this should not stop the future development of additional facilities as the more facilities that are
available, the more people will use them which will hopefully reduce the vandalism.
Mr Mayling stated that as an example, tables and chairs have been purchased for the play area to
encourage more people to visit the area. Unfortunately these now provide seating for underage drinkers.
The vandalism that is taking place will not affect future plans, but how long can the anti-social
behaviour of certain youths be tolerated?
Mr Harris commented that he is very disappointed with the amount of vandalism that is taking place,
especially as most of the projects are carried out by volunteers. Hopefully, future funding will include
the provision for CCTV camera’s to be put in place to help catch the offending youths, with the addition
of more assistance from the Police. Mr Harris called for more volunteers to assist with village projects,
as there were very few volunteers to assist with the refurbishment of the play area.
Mr Harris thanked everybody for attending the Annual Parish Meeting.

11. REFRESHMENTS
Thanks to Gill Gray and Shirley Woodcock for organizing the refreshments.


